[The cell infected by cytomegalovirus].
Cytomegaloviruses are characterized by the long duration of their reproducible cycle, their narrow host range, their latency of infection properties of the subfamily beta-herpesviridae. The cell infection leads either to the production of infectious viruses, as in the human fibroblast which is the only permissive cell in vitro, or to a latent infection possibly reactivated in cases of cellular immunodepression. Although these viruses shave some of the properties of the oncogenic viruses, there is no definitive evidence that they cause human tumors. They should be considered as cocarcinogens.